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Features

52 The Revival of Custom Furniture
Contemporary designs of simple lines and purity, Apercu Design’s furniture reveals the surprising structural complexities of minimalist 
custom-made furniture.
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LETTER  FROM THE EDITOR

A
s we open the New Year we at Luxury are embracing 2015 with open 
arms, we are looking forward to all the new challenges and adventures 
to come our way. As this is the first issue I oversee after Elizabeth’s 
departure, I am pleased to say that I am thrilled to be a part of Luxury 

magazine as I have been a longtime admirer and reader of the magazine.
As you begin to plan your highly anticipated spring vacation visit the holy land 

of Bethlehem and stay at the historical and luxurious Jacir Palace hotel. Readers 
will be curious to learn about one of India’s finest hotels, home to the extravagant 
Leela Palace hotel featuring the infamous Library Bar, the best place to be when 
in Banaglore. Feast your eyes on the amazing Marbella Estate for a memorable 
summer vacation, and don’t forget our iconic event: Paris’s Men’s Fashion week, 
with a full guide on how to dress for the fashion event of the year. 

For those who favor sweet and crunchy flavors of caramel and toffees for the 
winter will adore Jordan’s very own gourmet Toffimelt. Finally, visit the winter 
wonderland of the French slopes at the L’Apogée Courchevel and wake up to 
breathtaking view of the mountain capes

Best,

Jawanna Sawalha 
Chief Editor 
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THE REVIVAL OF
CUSTOM FURNITURE

Contemporary designs of simple lines and purity, 
Apercu Design’s furniture reveals the surprising structural 

complexities of minimalist custom-made furniture.
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FEATURE – DESIGN

L
ittle did award-winning architects 
Tarek Hreish and Farah Kayyal 
know that they would be juggling 
careers in not just architecture 

but also furniture design after moving 
back to Amman from Lebanon earlier 
this year. Contemporary designs of 
simple lines and purity, their furniture 
is visually calming and reveals the 
surprising structural complexities of 
minimalist custom-made furniture. 

Luxury sat with the two young designers 
to learn more about what drove them to 
create Aperçu Designs.

Luxury: What drew you into furniture 
design?
TH: We graduated from the American 
University of Beirut this year, and after 
moving back to Amman we started 
helping my newlywed brother furnish 
his apartment. We went around Amman 

looking for modern furniture that would 
reflect at least the youthful vibe of a 
newlywed couple, but most of the furniture 
we came across was very ornamented, 
traditional and overwhelming for the eyes. 
It simply did not reflect the modern living 
style. That was when we stopped looking 
around and decided to design custom 
furniture, something we were exposed to a 
lot in Beirut.
FK: We couldn’t find local furniture designs 
that were minimal yet high quality. That 
was when we came up with Aperçu 

Designs, a studio that creates custom 
furniture designs for everyday use, 
designed and manufactured locally. 

You manufacture on order. Why is 
that?
FK: Our fast-paced lives have reduced 
the importance of customization. Instead, 
many people opt to choose from an 
existing furniture collection. It’s quicker, 
reliable, and possibly less pricey.  However, 
at Aperçu we do it in reverse. We let the 
space itself inspire us and hence define 
what suits it best. Our team works on 
reviving the beauty of customization, and 
that has become our niche.
TH: Most interior designers in Amman 

do not invest time and effort into designing 
furniture, and therefore choose ready-
made furniture from retail shops. However, 
we believe that customizing does not 
make furniture look like a plug-in into a 

space; the furniture looks more like part of 
a space and caters exactly to the needs of 
the users.   

  
How do you choose your materials? 
TH: We try to mix between raw materials 
and clean finishes which give us more 
room to explore with different materials. 
For example, if we choose vintage raw 
wood, we often complement it with clean 
cut steel to give it a more modern feel. 
FK: It all depends on the space itself.

Customizing does not make furniture look like a 
plug-in into a space; the furniture looks more like 
part of a space and caters exactly to the needs 
of the users.
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Why is wood so dominant in your 
products?
FK: Wood comes in many textures, types, 
and colors; it’s durable and easy to craft, 
all of which gives more room for creativity 
and exploration.

How do you come up with a design?
TH: First, we visit the client to get a 
feel of the space they want furnished. 
We listen to what the client wants, 
which can give us inspiration, and then 
we come up with a proposal with 3D 
renderings to make sure the client has a 
clear picture of what a piece would look 
like in the given space.
FK:  It’s almost like we take all the 

ingredients from the client’s imagination 
and cook it up to offer a final product. 

  
What is the greatest obstacle you 
face when designing?
TH: Staying within a client’s budget but 
maintaining the ability to keep a refined 
design of a high quality.

Do you outsource the manufacturing 
of your products?
TH: No, we manufacture in our own 
wood workshops with a qualified staff 
with over 20 years of experience.  
FK: We both go thoroughly through all 
the stages; the design, manufacturing, 
installation, maintenance, up until delivery.

Our fast-paced lives have reduced the 
importance of customization. Instead, many 
people opt to choose from an existing furniture 
collection.

Top: These sun beds are perfectly designed to be comfortable, durable, and are beautifully designed for a modern pool. Bottom left: This wall unit is well 
crafted to show off a sleek and stunning wall unit bound to grab attention. Bottom right: A lustrous and lavish dining table crafted with the highest quality wood 
to fit the ambience of a contemporary home. 
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Do you have experience in crafting 
wood?
FK: My family has owned a wood 
workshop for over 60 years. My 
grandfather founded the workshop, 
which was then passed to my father. 
When I was growing up I always helped 
out—I’ve been working with my father 
ever since I was in high school—and 
that’s where I learned the basics of 
crafting wood.
TH: We always end up exploring with 

wood to come up with something new. 
Sometimes we keep mistakes that we 
like, and they become part of the design.

How do you feel architecture is 
similar to or different from furniture 
design?
TH: As architects, we are usually 
overwhelmed with architectural 
details – we arrange the furniture 

roughly in the space but generally 
disregard the furniture itself. Furniture 
is always kept for interior designers 
but now, it’s different. We look at it 
from both sides.
FK:  In a typical case, the exterior 

of a space does not always reflect the 
interior; which is why we try to make both 
complete each other.

Do you have separate full-time jobs? 
FK: Yes, we are both working in our 
profession, at two different architecture 
firms in Amman. I started five months ago 
and Tarek started three months ago. 

Do you ever think of leaving your 
careers in architecture and doing 
furniture design full time?
TH: Time will only tell.

Do you ever think of opening a 

showroom?
Both: Yes!
FK: A showroom would not limit 

creativity, it would be like a temporary 
exhibition to display our work but not kill 
the idea of customization.

What does Apercu mean?
FK: Apercu means an immediate sketch 
or a first impression. It’s very much 
associated with our concepts when 
designing a space, where we always 
get a first impression as soon as we 
step into a space.
TH: It comes from the French verb 

‘apercevoir,’ which means to perceive. 

For more information: 
Web: www.apercudesigns.com 
Tel: +962 79 5227890 
Email: info@apercudesigns.com

Above: This modern fireplace build with raw stone will keep a modern home warm this winter.
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